


April 2012 				                                                                                        		                                                               2 

Board 
of Directors

Become a Member
               •  Stakeholder $500
               •  Corporate  $275
               •  Individual  $100
               •  Student  $25
         For details of category benefits 

and payment of membership fees, 
visit www.NewEnterpriseForum.org

 
Join Our Program Committee*

All are welcome!
8 a.m.,  A2Y Regional Chamber

115 W. Huron, Third Floor, Ann Arbor, MI
Address questions about Program Com-

mittee or becoming a Showcase Presenter 
to Committee Chair, Helen Ewing, at 

programchair@NewEnterpriseForum.org

*Our next Program Committee 
meeting is Thursday, April 26.

© 2012 New Enterprise Forum
www.NewEnterpriseForum.org
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Gerry Roston, President
Pair of Docs Consulting, 
734/516-6715, gerry@pairofdocs.net

Diane Durance, Vice President
Great Lakes Entrepreneur’s Quest
734/255-3183, diane@gleq.org

Helen Ewing, Program Committee Chair
The Ewing Group, 810/360-5153
helen@1ewingroup.com

Joan Hutchinson, Secretary
Write on…, 734/996-0566
writeon@iserv.net, writeonA2.com

Chuck Rubin, Treasurer
C.H. Rubin & Co. CPA, P.C.
734/665-6688, chrubincpa@sbcglobal.net

Steve Field, Membership Chair
Trenton Corporation
734/424-3634 sfield@trentoncorp.com

Lauren Bigelow
Growth Capital Network
734/ 678-5161 cell, lauren@growthcap.net

Paul Brown
MI Economic Development Corp.
517/241-5231, brownp@michigan.org

Jan Gensheimer
Seracon, Inc.
734/944-1065, Seracon@aol.com

Francis Glorie
BD Biosciences
734/846-0407, francisglorie@yahoo.com

Wayne Harvey
U-M Tech Transfer
734/ 936-1955 , waharvey@umich.edu

Gary Hessenaur
Hessenaur & Assoc., CPA, PC
810/231-2050 or 734/663-9306 
gary@hessenaur.com

George C. Levy
GDI Infotech, Inc. (retired, but active)
734/657-6464, geolevy@gmail.com

Bill Mayer
Ann Arbor SPARK
734/821-0072, Bill@annarborusa.org

Andrew McColm
Early Stage Partners 
734-748-7859, amccolm@esplp.com

William McPherson
McPherson Commercial Capital, LLC
734/429-2524, wmcpherson@mcphersoncc.com

Claudia Rast
Butzel Long
734/213-3431, rast@butzel.com

Barbara Shoffner
Shoffner & Associates
734/827-2230, bshoffner@comcast.net

Phil Tepley
SBTDC
734/547-9170, tepleyp@gvsu.edu

Ray Waters
Detroit Development Fund313/886-2091
rwaters@detroitdevelopmentfund.com

Marketing Communications Manager. In this 
role she developed and managed a fast-paced, 
international lead generation and  communica-
tion machine, which rapidly grew revenues for 
the start-up company. The venture-backed firm 
was sold to Becton Dickinson in 2011.

Jeff Stanislow is Founder 
and President of  Motor 
City Interactive,  a market-
ing and advertising com-
pany he founded in 2001.  
Jeff has successfully created 
more than 100 online mar-
keting initiatives for a wide 
variety of clients, includ-
ing General Motors, Ford, 

Chrysler, AAA Life Insurance, HoMedics, 
Comerica, and Flagstar Bank.  Previously, he 
started BlueChip Interactive as a division of 
NetPlanet, which was then sold to the ESC 
Group, a full-service Digital Solutions Pro-
vider, where he was vice president.  Jeff has also 
held executive management positions with Talk 
City, Hofer and Beatty, and marchFIRST.

Moderator will be Larry 
Freed, President and CEO 
of ForeSee Results.  Larry 
is responsible for managing 
the company’s strategy and 
significant growth since 
the company’s founding 
in 2001. Larry brings more 
than 20 years’ experience in 
senior management and in 
directing ForeSee’s e-commerce and technol-
ogy initiatives.  ForeSee recorded its 40th con-
secutive quarter of at least 25 percent revenue 
growth in 2011, an unbroken string of success 
that dates back to the company’s founding.

Showcase Presentations
Also on the Program will be three-minute 
pitches by student teams from the Mich Clean 
Energy Venture Challenge and the Tech Arb 
Student group.  Come see tomorrow’s entre-
preneurial leaders in action!

As always, we will have great networking and hors 
d’oeuvres before and after the program.  Please 
plan to join us on Thursday, April 19!

GLEQ, Cont. from Page 1

Jeff Stanislow

Larry Freed

2:30 to 8:00 p.m.
MSU Henry Center, Lansing

Statewide gathering of Entrepreneurs, 
Investors and Support Professionals.  

Exhibit tables showcasing GLEQ par-
ticipants, breakout sessions, Consultants’ 
Corridor, and $200K in awards for Spring 
Competition winners.  Wine/cheese mixer 
and Strolling Dinner.  More info at http://

gleq.net/gleq/events.aspx 

Also Coming Up...
BBC

SBIR/STTR Proposal Prep - NIH Focus
April 24-25, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. (both days)

$125 in state; $250 all others
Michigan Life Science & Innovation Center, 
46701 Commerce Center Drive, Plymouth

Local Host: Ann Arbor Spark
Register at 

http://bbctraining51612.eventbrite.com/

MEDC 2012 Entrepreneurial 
Services Bus Tour
 Monday, April 16

Learn what state services and funding are 
available for growing technology companies.   

11:30 a.m. to 12:45 p.m.
SPARK Central, 330 East Liberty, Ann Arbor
Register at http://www.annarborusa.org/

events/details?e=11407

U of M Student Venture Showcase 
April 13 at 5:00 p.m. 

500 E. Washington in the basement.
For details, contact Amy Klinke, 

Associate Director, Business Engagement 
Center & Center for Entrepreneurship at U-M 

(amyklink@umich.edu). 

Update from April 2010 
Entrepreneur:

Retrosense, Sean Ainsworth
Company develops novel therapies for specific 
diseases of the eye. They recently received an in-
vestment from the National Neurovision Research 
Institute, an affiliate of the Foundation Fighting 
Blindness. The investment will bring additional 
expertise instrumental to the Company’s goal of re-
storing vision in retinal degenerative conditions. 
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Featured Speakers

“Inside the Investor/Investee Relationship”

Panel: 
Andy McColm, Early Stage Partners

Christine Gibbons, HistoSonics
Skip Simms, Ann Arbor SPARK 

(MI Pre-Seed Capital Fund)
David J. Morin, The Advisory Board

Moderator:
Lauren Bigelow

Growth Capital Network

The New Enterprise Forum reviews business plans to determine the readiness of entrepreneurial ventures for presentation to the group. No 
independent investigation of claims or representation is made. Applicable securities laws place certain limitations on the manner in which an offer 
to sell securities may be made and on solicitations and advertisements to sell securities. Failure to comply could result in the loss of the private 
offering exemption. The New Enterprise Forum can assume no responsibility for the form or content thereof.

LAST MONTH HIGHLIGHTS

Showcase Presentations
Vestaron Corporation
The Company has identified three proprietary peptides in spider 
venom and is developing a new generation of environmentally 
friendly insecticides that provide improved safety and effectiveness 
over competitor products.   The $20B insecticide market is struggling 
to identify new products as insects have developed resistance to all 
modes of action of current products, which are  also toxic to humans 
and other non-target species. IP protection covers the firm’s developing 
technology from composition of matter to methods of production and 
formulation; it also encompasses synthetic mimics of the peptides, for 
which Vestaron has been awarded a competitive grant of $1.4M.  The 
company is positioning its technology for the $5B GMO-crop market 
as well.  For more information, visit http://www.vestaron.com/.

Advanced Cooling Therapy, 
The Company is developing a patent-pending, disposable medical 
device that enables the safe, efficient, and cost-effective control of 
patient temperature.  The technology replaces the standard nasogas-
tric tube and attaches to existing external heat exchangers to allow 
precise and efficient modulation of patient temperature.  The new 
mode is more efficient, less invasive, and easier to use, while saving 
lives and reducing hospital costs.  The cooling market consists of 
5000 hospitals which treat 500,000 cardiac arrest patients and 2.5M 
ICU patients annually -- a $1B market with >15% annual growth.  
Four US and Int’l. patents are pending and FDA pre-IDEs have been 
filed.  For more info, visit www.advancedcoolingtherapy.com.

 

March Meeting Sponsor:
Stakeholder Member Ann Arbor State Bank

Thank You!

Open Forum

Lauren Bigelow

Entrepreneurs
Converge Medical Technologies; Mike Sorinson (973/919-4857)
Company is developing medical devices offering brain function 
monitoring solutions.  Seeking seed investment of $150,000.

44score; David Sickmiller (734/531-9530)
Company makes a tool for jobseekers to organize their job search.  
Seeking users and marketing assistance.

Sales Aerobics for Engineers; Babette Ten Haken (734/355-1118)
Company engages manufacturing, IT, and engineering companies to lever-
age collaboration between technical/non-technical professionals.  Seeking 
contacts.

Talent Wanted
Compendia Bioscience; Sandy Hammer (info@compendiabio.com)
Company is “trying to cure cancer through genomic data.”  Seek-
ing personnel.

Varsity News Network; Ryan Vaughn (http://varsitynewsnet-
work.com/)
Company supplants local high school media coverage with websites 
populated by user-generated, high school sports content. Seeking 
Sales/Marketing Director.

Andy McColm Chris Gibbons Skip Simms Dave Morin

The discussion quickly revealed certain similarities between the two 
Investor/Investee teams: both investors had known the investee in 
other roles prior to their formal partnership: Chris when she was 
with a previous company and before Andy “went over to the dark 
side” as investor; and Dave, when he also was with another firm, 
which Skip turned down for a requested investment but offered 
other help.  In each case, a trusted relationship grew and was a 
prime factor in the later deal.

Similarly, all panelists stressed the need for a shared vision, strong 
industry knowledge, an ability to anticipate problems (and to remain 
cool under pressure) as the personal characteristics they valued in a 
“partner”.  The investor is not “just a source of money,” they agreed,  
but should also bring something more to the table -- experience, 
balance, industry connections, and integrity.  “Find out all you can” 
and “tell everything like it is” were two prime pieces of advice from 
both sides.   “Tire kickers” (both investors and investees) were a 
huge waste of time during the search process, but finding the right 
investor still comes down to “pure networking”.   In sum: Work 
the contacts you have, the relationships you know.  They will lead 
to something.



NEXT MEETING: 
Thursday, April 19, 2012

“20th Century Marketing: Is It Still Relevant?”

New Enterprise Forum
115 W. Huron at Main, 3rd Floor
Ann Arbor, MI 48104
April 2012

   
   Inside:

   • April Program:
      20th Century Marketing:
      Is It Still Relevant?
                  
   • Small Company Innovation       	
      Program (SCIP) RFP

  • April 2012 Presenter News
          RetroSense

  •  GLEQ and Other Coming  	
      Events
	   
   • Get Involved in NEF! Thank You to Our Program Partners...

www.gleq.org www.a2ychamber.org

Student Team Pitches

Three-minute pitches 
by student teams from 

the Mich Clean Energy Venture 
Challenge and the Tech Arb 

Student group.

Featured Speakers

Angela Kujava, Logic Solutions
MaryAnn Labant, Sciences Strategy

Jeff Stanislow, Motor City Interactive

Moderator:
Larry Freed, ForeSee

Hear from some experts who live cross-
channel marketing every day which meth-

ods are now best for your bottom line.

Open Forum

Brief turn at the mic
to introduce your business, marketing
strategy, and present resource needs.

Meeting Sponsor
Stakeholder Member

Bodman

Holiday Inn North Campus  •  3600 Plymouth Road at US-23  •  Ann Arbor, MI
Registration and networking begin at 5:00 p.m., program at 5:45 p.m.

Non-members $20 at the door, students $5

 Meetings are videotaped by Vince Chmielewski of VC Web Design
 (734/217-4530 or vince@vcwebdesign.com)


